
Good News from  Good 

Shepherd! 
Excerpts from Father 
Randyõs sermon from Pen-
tecost Sunday, Good 
Shepherdõs 14th anniver-
sary of its founding on 
Pentecost Sunday 1995.  
 

What a difference 50 
days has made  in the life 

of those followers of Je-

sus.  It has been 50 days 

in their life since the Easter empty tomb just as 

it has been 50 days here since we celebrated that 

great event in our salvation story.   

Today is Pentecost (penta ð 50) literally the 

50 days celebration of the Easter season.  

And what a difference it has made in the gos-

pel of the lives of Jesusõ followers. 

Our reading from the Acts of the Apostleõs 

today is a continuation of the Gospel as written by 

Luke.  At the end of Lukeõs gospel, those followers 

were a lot of things ð but they were hardly the 

men and women we see in Jerusalem on the Day of 

Pentecost.  

No fear in them, no cowering in them, no hesi-

tation in them, nothing but acknowledging that Je-

sus is Lord of the universe and what that means.  

Yes, 50 days has made a great difference . 

Some call today the birthday of the church 
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and that could be argued; others see the church 

beginning with Godõs ultimate plan for the salva-

tion of the people of the world in the birth of Je-

sus. 

Whichever we choose Pentecost IS  a remark-

able day in the life of those who call themselves 

followers of Godõs òrisen-from -the -grave Christ.ó 

Those 50 days have meant that the church 

has power come from on high in the person of the 

Advocate (as Jesus in Johnõs gospel promised) 

and is still here 2000 years later preaching the 

good news of Jesus that God has loved the world 

so much that he sent His Son to conquer sin and 

death re -establish the relationship with us.  

What a difference in the world those 50 days 
have made in them, in us and in the world!  

Today is also CoGSõs 14th  birthday.  

And what a difference those 14 years have 
made.  (Cont. next page)  

 A couple of successful òApple Bobbersó at the Spring Fling! 



Some of you were there that Sunday after-

noon ð we came together probably without as 

much power and amazement as in Jerusalem on 

Pentecost but together none -the -less. 

A question could be asked: What difference 
have these 14 years made?   

Good Shepherd has made a difference to 

those 27 church founders who answered a call to 

do something that would take a great deal of de-

votion, work, dedication and stewardship of 

money, time and talent.   

It has made a difference to 120+ men, women 

and children who have been baptized here in our 

history and have come to know what it means to 

follow Christ.  

It has made a difference to 130+ people who 

have been confirmed at our bishopõs hands and 

made promises to own the Baptismal faith chosen 

for them by their parents and families.  

It has made a difference to the 34 couples 

who have been married in borrowed churches 

(before we had even the parish hall) ð including 

the couple married here yesterday.  

Good Shepherd has made a difference to all 

those who sought comfort in pain and grief in 

times of trouble and the blessing that can be had 

from prayer and a kind and loving word.  

It has made a difference to all those who are 

now buried in our columbarium just through those 

doors in our chapel.  

It has made a difference to all who have at-

tended SS classes over 14 years.  

It has made a difference to all those who 

came to Bible Studies, fellowship activities, din-

ners in the park ð in homes ð our parish hall ð to 

taste the beauty of being a part of a community.  

Good Shepherd has made a difference to the 

100s and 100s and 100s of people you have helped 

through your gifts of dollars to the Rectorõs Dis-

cretionary Fund and the bags and bags of food 

you donate to Graceworks and St. Lukeõs through 

us ñ now measured in tons of food instead of 

bags of food.  

Good Shepherd has made a difference to 

every child who attended the pre -school because 

you made a commitment to erect this building on 

this corner of Brentwood.  

It has made a difference to every Boy Scout 

who has had a chance to be one because we spon-

sored Troop 8 into being.  

It has made a difference to all those to whom 

you have donated clothes and shoes and coats via 

our outreach efforts.  

It has made a difference in a church named 

San Jose Obrero in Manta Ecuador and to our 

members who have gotten to know the blessing of 

relationship between Good Shepherd and them.  

It has made a difference to everyone who 

benefited from time you have given to others be-

cause you name yourself a Christian;  

To everyone who has come to know Christ be-

cause they see the difference knowing Christ has 

made in your life;  

To everyone who sought an ear to listen, a 

heart to love, a bit of the Christ in you.  

Good Shepherd has made a difference to peo-

ple we will never know and from efforts we really 

didnõt even notice. 

AND it has made a difference to you or you 

would not be here!  

All of this is simply a continuing of that Pen-

tecost Sunday 2000+ years ago.  

What a difference 50 days or 14 years can 
make in our lives and the life of the world . 

That is how important our ministries we share 

together are and will be.  Give thanks to God that 

He has called you here to be a part of this 

church; give thanks to God that He continues to 

bless our efforts; give thanks to God for the op-

portunities He lays before us.  

Continued from front page.  



A Note from your Vestry  
From Senior Warden Paul Babb  

 

This month you will receive 

a letter that provides a 

quick update about our cur-

rent financial situation. You 

will also find more detailed 

information on the COGS 

website. This is an exciting 

time at Good Shepherd as 

there has been a generous outpouring of passion 

and support for our mission and ministry to-

gether. As you look around this edition of the 

Shepherdõs Voice, Iõm sure youõll notice how ac-

tive and vibrant life has been around Good Shep-

herd and how that will continue on into the sum-

mer months. The various programs and ministries 

reveal a great deal about the heart, spirituality, 

personality, and character of our Christian com-

munity. Please know that each time your Vestry 

gathers together that we never lose sight of 

what it means to serve Christ here at Good Shep-

herd and we will continue to vigorously support 

the ministry and mission of our parish. Thank you 

for all that you do.  

Worship Ministry  

Training Sessions  

available this Summer!  
 

Are you interested in serving as an Acolyte, Chal-

ice Bearer, Psalmist or Reader?  Is your child in-

terested too?   Summer sessions for training are 

available at 4:30 pm on Saturdays or on Sundays 

after the 10:30 service (at about 12:15).    
 

To get more information or to register for a ses-

sion please contact Cathy Kennedy at cken-

nedy@deloitte.com .  All children age 8 to 108 are 

welcome to participate.  

Please welcome our 

Special Guest!  

Rev. Mariana Loor 
 

On Sunday, June 14, we will have a special guest 

at our 9am service.   Rev. Mariana Loor from 

Manta, Ecuador, will be visiting us at Church of 

the Good Shepherd.   She is the priest for San 

Pablo in Manta, and she helps support 4 other 

churches, including our companion church, San 

Jose Obrero . 

A team of dedicated workers 

from Good Shepherd will visit 

our companion church  

San Jose Obrero  

June 1-7 

Please pray for the ministry they 

will provide and for their safety 

as they travel far from home.  


